
PO Box 3183, Courtenay, B.C. V9N 5N4 Vol 30 No 1  Sept 2015 

                                                                                                                  The 

                                                                                           Rhodoteller  
                                                                                                                                 www.nirs.rhodos.ca 

 

   

North Island 

Rhododendron Society 
Board of Directors 

2015/2016 
 
President  
Jake Ellis ......................337-8516   

Vice-President  

Nadine Boudreau..........339-0909  

Secretary  
Carolyn Chester.............619-5864  

Treasurer  
Claudia Ellis .................337-8516  

Past-President 
Paul Wurz......................287-4301 

Director: Ways & Means  
Lois Clyde......................337-5754 

Director: Membership  
Jill Gould.......................331-1859  

Director: Revenue Table  
Fran Thornton................339-3754  

Director: Library  
Ruth Fowler...................890-9448  

Director: at large  
Garth Wedemire ...........941-5598  

Newsletter  
Jake Ellis.......................337-8516  

Sunshine Lady  
Joanne Williams ...........941-2540 

 

The club meets at 7:30 p.m. the second 

Tuesday of each month (except May through 

August) at the United Church in Comox. 

 

september 2015 

Coming Events 

 

1st September 2015 -- Executive meeting 

This month's meeting will be held at the home of Jake and Claudia 

Ellis 2436 Oakes Rd, Black Creek.  The meeting will start at 10 

a.m.  Note the change to the starting time. 

***** 

2 September 2015 -- District 1 meeting 

The presidents of the chapters of District 1 will meet in Victoria at 

the Olive Grove restaurant  at 11 a.m.  Following the meeting there 

will be a tour of a garden selected by the hosts.  President Jake will 

be there.  

***** 

8th September 2015 -- Regular meeting 

Our first speaker of the new season will be Mr. Bob Zimmerman of 

Chimacum Woods Nursery in Washington State.  Bob's 

presentation is entitled "The Siren Sound of the Species" or how 

and why he got hooked on growing and propagating species 

rhododendrons.  

***** 
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President's 

                                       NOTEbook 

Another hot day ahead and more expletive-laced hose dragging.  I'll have to talk to Claudia about that, but 

for now,  I'm content to sit in the office for awhile and daydream a little about cooler days ahead as we get 

into September and into the fall months.  And rain.  I find myself talking aloud at times, making prayer-like 

promises to whomever, that I will never say bad words again about rain if we can just get back to normal 

weather.  Of course, I can't even dream of September without thinking of the NIRS.   The last time we got together was at 

the June Picnic which was held at the home of our secretary, Carolyn Chester.  What a super place to hold a picnic -- right 

smack dab in the middle of a wonderful garden with so much potential and promise of more to come.  Even then it was 

hot but somehow when you're in a beautiful garden surrounded by friends and food and wine, a little heat couldn't 

possibly spoil the day.  To make it even better, we were joined by Ken and Madeleine Webb from Victoria who came 

bearing gifts.  They brought with them 50 rhododendrons that Ken had propagated from cuttings and presented them to 

the members of our club.  Hopefully, these rhodos will be given to our members as door prizes or gifts but the final 

decision will be made at our September Executive meeting.  To top off the picnic,  I had the opportunity to present Paul 

Wurz with our Outstanding Service Award.  Even as I gave the presentation speech, which I had written, I remember 

being so impressed with the list of Paul's accomplishments over the years.  Thank you Carolyn and Harris, Ken and 

Madeleine and you Paul Wurz, as well as everyone who attended for making this just an outstanding event.  As I check 

my notebook, the next time I saw the members of this club it was at the home of members-to-be,  Kailey and Nathalie, 

who kindly opened their exotic garden to our members. " Exotic garden" is absolutely the right description -- a banana 

tree in the middle of Comox?  Really?  A beautiful garden with a truly tropical feel, made even more so by the light rain 

which fell throughout the day.  We look forward to welcoming Kailey and Nathalie to our club in September.  And then 

we met again at the home of two of our own -- Summer Joy and Jim Webb who opened their garden to the members of 

NIRS.  I really don't know how to describe their garden other than to say it is an absolute delight. Jim and Summer are 

very knowledgeable gardeners with vivid imaginations as well as a keen, English sense of humour.  

But, back to September.  I am so looking forward to meeting with the Executive on Sept 1st and getting back to planning 

the best possible meetings and major events for the upcoming season.  It's obvious, when looking at the first meeting, that 

some serious planning has already taken place.  Our first speaker, Bob Zimmerman, will deliver a presentation about 

species rhododendrons that sounds absolutely fascinating. This is a topic that is starting to excite me -- species rhodos -- 

even though I have nothing but trouble pronouncing their names.  They have such a story to tell and truly are the genesis 

of the rhododendron movement of today. 

Your  Board of Directors of the NIRS remains committed to three main objectives: to promote learning about 

rhododendrons and to share that knowledge with others; to increase the involvement of our club members in the running 

of the NIRS,  and to have FUN!  

Enjoy the remainder of the summer and I look forward to seeing you at the church on Sep 8th. 

 

Jake  
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In 2004 Paul Wurz was awarded the ARS Bronze Medal. 

Because Paul continued to serve our chapter at a such a high 

level he deserved further recognition.  At the June Picnic 2015 

Paul was awarded the NIRS Outstanding Service Award. 

Congratulations Paul Wurz! 

 

                                   

 

                         

This photo shows Summer Joy's living willow fence and dome. 

On Sunday July 19th we were all invited to an open house at Summer Joy and Jim Webb's place in Merville. The garden 

which they describe as "English Cottage with West Coast overtones" is an absolute delight.  They took this opportunity 

to raise some funds for their 4 year old granddaughter Ursula.  Little Ursula has a brain tumour and will need extensive 

and expensive medical help. By opening their garden to the Hort Club and the NIRS they raised $1503.00 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS 

In order to cut some time from the business section of our meetings and make that time available to the Speaker of 

the evening, we are including the following information from the NIRS Committees.  Your feedback on every one of 

our programmes is encouraged and every idea will be thoughtfully considered. 

TREASURER'S REPORT 

Claudia Ellis 

Book Balance as of 21 Aug 2015........$7,330.47 

Notes: Our donation to Milner Species Garden of $1,000 

has been paid as well as our rent to the Comox Valley 

United Church for Sep through Dec 2015. 

********** 

MEMBERSHIP 

Jill Gould 

As of August 2015, we have 74 regular members and 4 

Associate members. 

In September we start renewing memberships for the 

coming year, 2016.  Some of you come prepared with a 

cheque for $35.00 (cash works too).  Some are taken by 

surprise.  Our dues have not gone up—yet!  I, and a 

helper, will be ready to take your money and issue a 

receipt and a new membership card for 2016.  Your 

dues must be received by December 31, 2015 for you to 

be included in our 2016 NIRS booklet.  If your address, 

phone or e-mail has changed, please let us know at this 

time. 

If you are a new member, we are very happy to see you.  

You will be asked to fill out a form with your name, 

name of significant other (optional), mailing address, 

phone number and e-mail.  The e-mail address means 

we can send you the NIRS newsletter on-line.  Your 

membership dues also entitle you to ARS membership 

and a quarterly copy of the ARS journal. 

If you want an NIRS name tag, please see me.  Once I 

get three or more requests I will get our supplier to 

make up the tags.  Costs are $10.00 for pin tags and 

$14.00 for magnetic. 

WAYS AND MEANS 

Lois Clyde 

Our 1st raffle rhodo of the season will be “Alena”. 
“Alena” is sun tolerant & has fragrant white flowers with 
yellow spotting in the throat. There will be a slight blush 
on new flowers. Dark glossy leaves cover the broad, 
mounding plant. The plant is a 5 footer & is highly rated 
&  tolerant to -26 deg C. 
There will also be 2 door prizes R. morii and Yaku Angel 
which will be described on page 7 of this newsletter. 
We also have our " Greer's Guidebooks” for sale as well 
as “The Public Gardens of Vancouver Island” by Ian 
Efford. 
Plant tags @ $12 a box 
Fundamentals for Growing Rhododendrons @ $3 
Lovely bags @ $14 in a variety of colours, very handy for 
shopping, meetings & travel. 
Not to forget our truly coveted bumper stickers “ I Brake 
for  Rhododendrons”. 
Hope to see you all at the meeting! 
 
 

Rhododendron "Alena" 
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PROPAGATION GROUP 

report by Noni  

Wasn’t that a party, a pot party that is, or more specific, 

a potting up party. On July 7, a hot, humid and smoky 

day, thirteen members of our propagating group 

congregated at Jake and Claudia’s. Our mission for the 

day was to pot up, tidy up and do a bit of pruning on the 

fifty rhodos that were so generously donated to our 

club, by Ken and Madeline Webb of the Victoria 

chapter. 

Our fearless co-leader Garth had the potting mix 

formula figured out and all the products ready to be 

mixed. After much kibitzing with Garth over the buckets 

and the place to work and who was doing what…we got 

down to business.  

The potting mix consisted of 30% Douglas Fir Bark, 25% 

Peat Moss, 25% Perlite and 20% Sea Soil Potting Mix. 

Not surprising, these numbers actually add up to 100%. 

To further amaze us, Garth being the math professor he 

was also figured out how much mixture we would need 

to fill 50 “short” two gallon containers. Impressive! 

So, using our local 5 gallon gardening pails; boy those 

pails sure are work horses around here, we set to work 

measuring out the ingredients for our miracle mix. So 

we required 1 full pail of the Douglas Fir Bark, ¾ pail of 

Peat moss, ¾ pail of Perlite and 2/3 pail of the Sea Soil 

Potting Mix. I include these ‘pail’ measurements for 

those who want to try this at home. It really is quite 

safe, especially if you mix it on a big tarp in your 

driveway. Guess where we mixed it? 

Once the mixture was done, and this had to be 

repeated twice for the quantity we potted up, we were 

like a well oiled machine. Garth did a quick 

demonstration on taking the rhodos from the small 1 

gallon containers, ruffling up the roots a bit, resetting 

into the new 2 gallon pot, and filling, tapping down and 

leveling off the soil mix. The top dressing was done with 

more fir bark mulch and finally about a tablespoon of 

rhodo fertilizer was added to each 2 gal pot. 

 Noni and Sue labeled the rhodos and made a list of the 

names for a data base. Dave took pictures and moved 

pots when needed. Jake, Claudia, Nadine, Dick, Peter, 

Antje and Ruth jumped in doing the potting up and we 

had an assembly line going in no time. Wolfgang did 

most of the mixing, Paul and Garth did the pruning and 

we finished up in about an hour.  

Plenty of time to have our coffee gathering after all the 

potting and labeling was done. Claudia provided coffee, 

tea, cookies and one of the cakes and Peter brought 

along one of his famous cakes as well. We all had a 

good chin wag after the work party and look forward to 

our next propagating group gathering.  

********** 

 

THE PROGRAMME 

Paul Wurz 

(Paul Wurz has arranged a great presentation for 

September.) 

 

ROBERT ZIMMERMAN’S 

‘THE SIREN SONG OF SPECIES RHODODENDRONS’ 

Robert (Bob) Zimmerman fell in love with 

Rhododendrons over thirty years ago.  He began 

cultivating them on his kitchen stove and now grows 

species rhododendrons in his greenhouse in Port 

Ludlow Washington in the USA.  Some 300 species 

rhododendrons populate Bob and his wife Beth Orling’s 

garden, providing a reliable source of seed and cuttings 

for their Chimacum Woods Rhododendron Nursery. 

“A species rhododendron is a non-hybridized plant 

which en masse form a stable population in the wild 

without human intervention.” 

Bob has traveled with botanists, three times to China 

and once to Tibet, climbing rugged mountains 

sometimes in adverse weather conditions to study 

these plants he loves so much. 

Come join us for this evening of sharing knowledge and 

enthusiasm of growing species Rhododendrons. 
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UPCOMING PROGRAMMES 

Paul Wurz 

Oct 13 -- Bernie Guyader's "Dwarf Rhododendrons" 

Nov 10 -- Barb and Brian Staton "Gardens featured in 

the Sidney Convention". 

Dec 8 -- The NIRS Annual Christmas Party 

Several other presentations are in the planning stages 

for the meetings after Christmas and will be announced 

in the Rhodoteller as soon as confirmed. 

As your Programme Coordinator, I welcome feedback 

from our membership and any suggestions you might 

have. 

********** 

THE RHODO GARDEN 

Wolfgang Hoefgen 

We had our final work party for the summer in July 

which was well attended  and the garden looks great! 

There was a watering problem but that was noticed 

early and the City fixed it up and all is well.  We do need 

to have a discussion at the next Board meeting 

regarding the need to fill in some empty spaces in the 

bed.   

Our next work party will be Sep 10th at 9 a.m. Weeding 

tools, pruners, rakes, etc. are always useful as well as a 

wheelbarrow or two. 

President's note: These work parties are so important 

both as a learning tool and as another opportunity to 

get together socially.  The CVRG is in an ideal location to 

show off our beautiful rhodos to the passing public.  As 

the show place of the NIRS it's important  to be well 

maintained.  I'll be there -- hopefully you will too.  

SOCIAL COMMITTEE 

A BIG THANK YOU to Judi Murakami, Maureen Denny 

and Corinne Innes for volunteering to make sure we 

receive our coffee/tea and goodies at our meetings and 

events. I have to say I was getting worried that I would 

have to drop by TH on the way to the meetings.  I still 

think it would be preferable to have one more -- to 

replace Corinne who has done that job for two years 

now.  So,  if you're interested at all please let me know.  

In an attempt to help our volunteers in the kitchen it 

has been decided to have the coffee and goodies 

available only during the break in the middle of the 

programme.  This will make it possible for our 

volunteers to avoid coming early and staying late.  

SUNSHINE LADY 

Thank you very much, also, to our new Sunshine Lady, 

Joanne Williams and welcome to the Board. 

********** 

POTPOURRI 

Get your ARS Journal on line. 
 
 1. Access the ARS Office website: www.arsoffice.org 
 2. Click on the link that now reads “Members: Summer 
2015 Journal Issue Published”  
3. If you already have a username and password, click 
on “login”. If you do not have a username and 
password, click on “Register Now” and follow 
instructions for obtaining them.  
(To register, one has to know their ARS membership 

number which is found on the address label of the 

Journal magazine or in your North Island Rhododendron 

Society Yearbook) 

P.S. If you decide that you would like to cancel receiving 

your printed copy of the ARS Journal and just read it on-

line please advise Pres. Jake and it will be cancelled. 
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DOOR PRIZES 

Sept 8th 

 

As mentioned previously in a couple of articles, Ken and Madeleine Webb from Victoria donated 50 1 gal rhododendrons 

to  the NIRS.  These plants are a mix of  desirable species and hybrids and at our first meeting we will take the 

opportunity to give away 2 of them as door prizes.  And I will take this opportunity to say thank you, again, to Ken and 

Madeleine for their generosity.  For those who might not know, they are Associate Members of the NIRS and Ken was 

recently appointed to the position of  Western Vice-President of the ARS. 

 

Rhododendron morii 

R. morii is a lovely mid-sized species rhodo which would look just great in any rhodo bed. To find out more about it, of 

course, I went to the ARS list of species rhodos.  They describe it as having flowers that are white to white flushed rose, 

spotted and blotched crimson.  4 ft and hardy to -21 deg C.  Leaves oblong-lanceolate with indumentum on the midrib. I 

really found an interesting article when I just Googled R. morii -- an article in the Journal of 1992 written by Dave 

Dougan called "Taiwanese Treasures".  If you're interested take a look and good luck in winning this special plant. 

                                                                        

                                           R. morii foliage                                                                                                             R. morii in flower                                                                                  

Rhodendron 'Yaku Angel' 

Another beautiful rhodo, this one is only 2 ft and hardy to -26 deg C.  Yaku Angel is described as a "degronianum ssp 

yakushimanum clone".  White flowers with faint brown dorsal spotting.  Leaves are deep green with tan indumentum 

and the new growth has white tomentose. 

                                                                             

                                                            'Yaku Angel' in bloom                                                       'Yaku Angel' showing indumentum 
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The Final Word 

Interim Editor Jake 

Putting this newsletter together has been an enjoyable learning experience.  Mostly I learned that I really don't know a 

lot about computers (as well as a million other subjects).  If I've missed anything of import or urgency, sorry 'bout that.  I 

know I missed the opportunity to include some photos that would have made it look more attractive and hopefully I can 

use some of them in the future.  Having lost the use of my computer for several days last week, due to a virus, not only 

caused my pulse rate to rise but also accelerated the thinning of my hair which has suddenly become noticeable.  

Did you notice the picture of a beautiful rhodo in the banner on the first page?  You probably also noticed  that it's 

unnamed?  That's because I couldn't figure out how to put the caption under the picture.  So then I said, "why not make 

this a competition?".  So, I've decided to throw out a challenge to the readership to identify the rhododendron within 

the banner. The first one to e-mail me with the correct name wins.  I think we should have an on-going competition with 

some kind of award and we should call the award "The Garth".  Garth Wedemire is really quite brilliant when it comes to 

identifying "unk" rhodos. Or maybe you have another idea?  Just try not to be rude, please.  
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